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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appHcation is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1. 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finaUty of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06/08/2005 has been entered 

2. The following is a non-final office action in response to the request for continued 
examination received on 06/08/2005. Claims 1-1 10 are pending in this application. 

Examiner Note 

3. Examiner notes that Applicant's Representative and the Examiner had an interview on 
06/21/05 regarding the communications filed 06/08/05. At that time, examiner stated that she 
would wait for response by the applicant's representative before considering the communications 
of 06/08/05 and issuing an office action. Examiner notes that is has been over a month since the 
interview and no response fi-om the applicant's representative has been received. Therefore, the 
rejection of the final office action has been maintained and is reasserted below for convenience. 

Response to Amendment 

4. As stated in the previous final office action, Applicant's amendment to claim 22 in the 
communications of 02/1 1/05 is sufficient to overcome the 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph, 
rejection set forth in the office action of 10/19/2004. However, examiner notes that claim 26 still 
has not been amended as indicated on page 1 of the response. 
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Response to Arguments 

■ 

5. Applicant's arguments with regards to Tumasella (U.S. 2003/0145015) have been fiilly 
considered, but they are not persuasive. In the remarks, AppHcant argues that Tumasella does 
not teach or suggest (1) a flexible approach where the survey is tailored to a specific person 
taking the survey and where the survey presented is not a predetermined survey, (2) new affinity 
groups being created automatically and without intervention as a result of answers provided by 
users to questions, (3) a user profile being built and stored in the database, (4) allowing a user 
who is akeady loaded in the system to generate or be exposed to a new affinity group resulting 
from answers to a survey (claim 63), and (5) as per claim 92 an affinity group, a user profile, the 
filtering of an answer by the user, and the ability to determine the next appropriate question to be 
presented to a user. 

In response to argument (1), it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 
a tailored survey specific to the person taking the survey) are not recited in the rejected claims. 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993). Claim 1 recites presenting at least one question to a user, creating a user profile based on 
the answer to the at least one question, adding the profile to an affinity group, storing the profile, 
and determining an affinity group based on the answer to the at least one question. Nowhere in 
these limitations does the survey become tailored, especially since the survey may contain only 
one question. Claims 30 and 63 are similar to claim 1 and do not contain this feature because 
again only one question is required to be asked of the user. Claim 92 does require a second 
question being asked, however it does not recite how the next question is determined. The claim 



Application/Control Number: 10/748,968 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3623 

recites "determining an appropriate next question to be presented to said user", which could 
simply mean presenting the next question in a list of defined questions, presenting a question 
associated with a contipletely different set of questions, etc. Therefore, the customized survey 
created by the subgroup discussed in at least paragraph 0055 of Tumasella is sufficient to meet 
this limitation. 

In response to argument (2), it is again noted that the features upon which appUcant reUes 
(i.e., new affinity groups being created automatically and without intervention as a result of 
answers provided) are not recited in the rejected claims. Although the claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Claims 1 and 30 recite 
"adding said user profile to at least one affinity group" and "determining said at least one affinity 
group as a result of a correlation between answers to said at least one question provided by a 
plurality of users". Claims 60 and 92 contain substantially similar Umitations. Therefore, the 
limitations do not require the affinity groups being created or the affinity groups being created 
automatically and without intervention. Tumasella does teach that the groups are formed by 
associating members with profiles containing similar profile attributes input into the system. 
Therefore, Tumasella does teach the limitations as claimed. If something more specific is meant, 
it should be clearly recited in the claims to receive appropriate patentable weight. 

In response to argument (3), examiner respectfully disagrees. See specifically paragraphs 
0033, 0036, 0044, 0048, and 0055, wherein each member stores information about the member 
in a user profile in the database of the system. This user profile is an account for the member 
and Unks all the information entered into the system by the member to the member account. 
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Therefore, Tumasells does teach the member building a user profile that is stored in the database 
tables and associated with a group. 

In response to argument (4), it is again noted that the features upon which applicant reUes 
(i.e., allowing a user who is ateady loaded in the system to generate or be exposed to a new 
affinity group) are not recited in the rejected claims. Although the claims are interpreted in light 
of the specification, limitations fi*om the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Gems, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Claim 63 recites that aprofile is 
created for a user and stored. The claim then recites "periodically generating at least an affinity 
group comprising a plurality of user profiles, the affinity group being determined as a result of a 
correlation between answers to said at least one question provided by a plurality of users" and 
"matching an attribute of said user profile with at least one affinity group". Tumasella 
specifically discloses grouping a portion of the members of the system in a group based on 
attributes of the members of the group (for example widget producers). Therefore, the system 
does allow groups to be periodically (i.e, every so often) formed using the profiles of the 
members and the attributes contained therein. See paragraphs 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 
0048, 0055. 

In response to argument (5), Examiner respectfully disagrees. See specifically 

paragraphs 0033, 0036, 0044, 0048, and 0055, which discuss an affinity group and a user profile. 

As for filtering an answer, examiner first notes that this step is optional and may not be 

performed as recited in the pending claim. Secondly, Tumasella discloses sorting the answer 

t 

based on the user profile and the user group in at least paragraphs^0044, 0048, 0050, 0055. As 

.... 5 
for the ability to determine the next appropriate question to be presented to a user, this limitation 
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has been discussed above with regards to argument (1). Again, Tumasella does teach this 
limitation, as disclosed in at least paragraph 0055. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitied to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-73, 76-94, and 96-110 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tumasella (U.S. 2003/0145015). 

As per claim 1 , Tumasella teaches a method for surveying a user comprising the steps of: 
presenting at least one question to said user, said at least one question being pertinent in 
determining at least one affinity group to which said user belongs (See at least paragraphs 0006, 
003 1-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein at least one question is presented to a user 
and used to group the user with others of similar backgrounds and attributes); 

creating a user profile for said user based on said user's answers to said at least one 
question, wherein said user profile is comprised of said at least one question and at least one 
corresponding answer (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, 
wherein a user profile is created and stored); 
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adding said user profile to at least one affinity group (See at least figures 17-18, 
paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the profile is added to the 
subgroup); 

Storing said user profile (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 
0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the profile is stored in the system); 

determining said at least one affinity group as a result of a correlation between answers to 
said at least one question provided by a plurality of users (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 
0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the affinity group is determined by 
associating the user's answers to a subgroup). 

As per claim 2, Turasella teaches wherein said question is comprised of a set comprising 
at least one question group that forms a logical grouping of question fields into a single record 
(See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the questions 
are grouped into a record). 

As per claim 3, Turasella teaches wherein said method further comprises the step of: 
presenting at least one additional question in response to and as a result of an answer to said at 
least one question presented to said user (See at least paragraph 0044, 0048, 0055, and claim 1, 
wherein additional questions are asked of a member once the member join a subgroup). 

As per claim 4, Turasella discloses wherein said at least one additional question is 
presented at least with regard to a defined relation to said at least one question (See at least 
figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the user is 
presented other questions based on affiliation to a subgroup based on a previous answer). 
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As per claim S, Tiunasella teaches wherein said at least one corresponding answer 
con5)rises an open text (See at least figures 9 and 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 
0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein text is entered). 

As per claim 6, Tumasella wherein said open text allows said user to add a new answer 
value for said at least one corresponding answer (See at least 0055, wherein new job summaries 
can be developed). 

As per claim 7, Tumasella teaches wherein said new answer is used as one of said 
respective answers when said at least one question is subsequently posed to a second user (See at 
least 0055, wherein the new answer is used in later surveys). 

As per claim 8, Tumasella teaches wherein at least one question conprises at least two 
possible answers (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, 

t 

wherein more than one answer is possible). 

As per claim 9, Tumasella teaches wherein said user may select more than one answer to 
said question (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein 
more than one answer is selectable). 

As per claim 10, Tumasella teaches wherein said at least two possible answers are 
presented because of at least a defined relation to said at least one question (See at least 
paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055). 

As per claim 1 1 , Tumasella teaches wherein said method fiirther comprises the step of: 
filtering said user's answers to said question (See at least paragraphs 0047-0051 and 0053, 
wherein the answers are filter; the user is filtered into a group and the answers are filtered for 
reporting purposes). 
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As per claim 12, Tumasella discloses wherein said filtering step is performed in at least 
one of real-time; and batch mode (See at least paragraphs 0047-OOSl and 0053, wherein the 
answers are filter; the user is filtered into a group and the answers are filtered for reporting 
purposes). 

As per claim 13, Tumasella discloses wherein said filtering step further comprises the 
step of: modifying an answer to said question based on at least consistency with answers of said 
affinity group (See at least paragraphs 0055). 

As per claim 14, Tumasella teaches wherein said modification conqjrises at least 
omission of said answer (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 
0055, wherein the answer is changed and the old answer omitted). 

t 

As per claims 15-17, Tumasella discloses a method further comprising the steps of 
periodically creating a new affinity group and associating at least one user to said new affinity 
group and a user creating a new affinity group and associating matching user profiles with said 
new affinity group (See at least paragraph 0048 and 0055, wherein a new group is created and 
users are associated with these new groups). 

As per claim 18, Tumasella teaches a method further comprising the step of providing a 
report (See at least 0047, 0050, and 0052, which discloses reporting). 

As per claim 1 9, Tumasella disclose a method wherein generation of said report is 
constrained by at least a reporting goal (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0047-0051, 0053, and 
0055, wherein the report is constrained by parameters that reflect the goal of the report). 

As per claim 20, Tumasella teaches a method wherein said goal comprises at least a 
profile attribute value (See at least 0049-0050, wherein the parameters include profile attributes). 
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As per claim 21, Turaasella teaches a method further coirprising the step of: weighting 
said constraints to provide a match score (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0047-0051, 0053, and 
0055, wherein the user selects parameters by which the total is limited. Also, weighted averages 
may be provided). 

As per claim 22, Tumasella teaches said step of providing said report comprising the step 
of matching between at least a matchfield of said goal and a corresponding matchfield of at least 
one of: an affinity group; and a user profile (See at least 0031, 0049-0050, 0053, and 0057, 
wherein the parameters are matched); and 

generating a match score (See at least 0031, 0053, and 0057, wherein the matches are 
totaled). 

As per claim 23, Tumasella teaches a method further con^rising the step of determining 
at least one best match from a plurality of possible matches (See at least 003 1, 0049-0050, 0053, 
and 0057, wherein at least one best match is provided in the report). 

As per claim 24, Tumasella discloses a method further comprising the step of: arranging 
matches by order of match score, said order being grouped to at least two levels of matches, 
based on said score (See at least paragraph 0050, wherein the matches are arranged using scores, 
the matches grouped in at least 2 levels). 

As per claim 25, Tumasella discloses said step of matching further comprising the step 
of providing an aggregated score for said matching step; and weighting the importance of 
including said match in said report (See at least 003 1, 0049-0050, 0053, and 0057, wherein an 
aggregated score is provided after matching the members and the combined information is 
weighted to produce things like weighted averages). 



Application/Control Number: 10/748,968 Page 11 

Art Unit: 3623 

As per claim 26, Tumasella discloses said step of matching further con:prising the step 
of: classifying each match score as one of: deterministic to meeting said goal; and non- 
deterministic to meeting said goal (See at least 0031, 0049-0050, 0053, and 0057), 

As per claim 27, Tumasella teaches a method wherein said goal is an external goal, 
wherein said extemal goal is a result of a plurality of arbitrary inputs (See at least paragraphs 
0047-0051, wherein the goal results from a plurality of possible inputs). 

As per claim 28, Tumasella wherein said aggregated information comprises statistical 
information (See at least paragraph 0050, which comprises statistical information). 

As per claim 29, Tumasella teaches wherein a report comprises: resulting from a personal 
goal a comparison of a user having said user profile to at least a plurality of user profiles (See at 
least 0031, 0047, 0050, and 0052-0053, and 0055-0056, wherein the user generates the profile 
report that compares salary wages). 

As per claim 30, Tumasella discloses a method for performing a compensation survey of 
a user, comprising the steps of: 

presenting at least one question to said user to determine at least compensation within an 
aflfmity group of said user (See at least paragraphs 0006, 003 1-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 
0055, wherein at least one question is presented to a user to determine wages in a subgroup); 

creating a user profile for said user based on said user's answers to said question, wherein 
said user profile is comprised of said question and at least one corresponding answer (See 
paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055. A profile is created and stored); 

adding said user profile to at least one affinity group (See at least figures 17-18, 
paragraphs 0006, 003 1-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the profile is added); 
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storing said user profile (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 
0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the profile is stored in the system); and 

determining said at least one affinity group as a result of a correlation between answers to 
said at least one question provided by a plurality of users (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 
0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the affinity group is determined by 
associating the user's answers to a subgroup). 

Claims 31-46 recite equivalent hmitations to claims 2-17, respectively, and are rejected 
using the same art and rationale as applied above. 

As per claim 47, Turaasella teaches wherein said affinity group comprises at least 
profession and geographic location (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 
0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055). 

As per claim 48, Tumasella further comprising the step of: providing a compensation 
report (See at least paragraphs 0050 and 0053). 

As per claim 49, Tumasella teaches said compensation report is constrained by at least 

t 

one of an attribute of said user profile; and a reporting goal (See at least paragraphs 0047-0051 

f 

and 0053-0056, wherein the report is constrained by parameters of the user profile (contributor v. 
subscriber and part of the subgroup v, not part of the subgroup) and well as the reporting goal as 
defined by the parameters). 

As per claim 51, Tumasella teaches said goal comprising at least one of a desired 
geographic location (See at least paragraphs 0048 and 0050, which discusses geographic region). 

Claims 50, 52-57, 59, and 61 recite equivalent limitations to claims 21, 22-27, 28, and 29, 
respectively, and are rejected using the same art and rationale as applied above. 
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As per claim 58, Tumsella teaches said personal goal conq)rising at least geographic 
location (See at least paragraphs 0048 and 0050, which discusses geographic region). 

As per claim 60, Tumasella teaches wherein said statistical information comprises at least 
one of average compensation, average salary, median compensation, median salary, salary 
percentile, standard deviation; trend, profile count, most frequent compensation, or most frequent 
salary (See at least paragraph 0050). 

As per claim 62, Tumasella teaches wherein said compensation comprising at least 
annual salary (See at least 0049 and 0050 and figure 9, which discloses such salary information). 

As per claim 63, Tumasella teaches an apparatus for compensation surveying and 
reporting, comprising: means for accessing a Web site, said Web site being accessible via a 
network (See at least figures 1 and 17 and paragraphs 0006, 0029-0031, 0048, 0055, and 0057). 

means for surveying a user for information pertinent for determination of compensation 
(See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein at least one 
question is presented to a user to group the user with others of similar backgrounds); 

means for creating a user profile for said user based on gathering of said information, said 
user profile fiirther comprised of at least one question and at least one corresponding answer (See 
at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein a user profile is 
created and stored); 

means for storing said user profile (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031- 
0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the profile is stored in the system); 

means for at least periodically generating at least an affinity group comprising a plurality 
of user profiles, the affinity group being determined as a result of a correlation between answers 



Application/Control Number: 10/748,968 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3623 

to said at least one question provided by a plurality of users (See at least figures 17-18, 
paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein a subgroup is created and 
the user is responsible for updating his/her data); and 

means for matching an attribute of said user profile with at least one affinity group (See 
at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055), 

As per claim 64, Tumasella teaches an apparatus fiuther comprising: means for selecting 
at least one affinity group to which said user profile best matches (See at least figures 17-18, 
paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055). 

As per claim 65, Tumasella teaches an apparatus wherein said network is at least the 
Intemet (See at least figures 1 and 17 and paragraphs 0006, 0029-0031, 0048, 0055, and 0057). 

As per claim 66, Tumasella teaches an apparatus fizrther comprising: means for reporting 
results based on a reporting goal (See at least paragraphs 0047-0051 and 0055, which disclose 
means for reporting based on a reporting goal). 

As per claim 69, Tumasella teaches said reporting goal conprising at least salary range 
or total condensation calculations (See at least figure 9 and paragraphs 0050). 

As per claim 76, Tumasella wherein said reporting goal provides aggregated information 
pertaining to a plurality of user profiles (See at least paragraphs 0047-0051 and 0055, wherein 
the report reflects aggregated information of a plurality of profiles). 

Claims 67, 70, 71, 72 73, 77, and 78 recite equivalent limitations to claims 22, 47, 62, 27, 
58, 28, and 60, respectively, and are rejected using the same art and rationale as applied above. 
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As per claim 79, Tumasella discloses said means for surveying further comprising: 
means for suggesting at leeist a question from a plurality of survey questions (See at least 
paragraph 0055, wherein the survey is built and the questions suggested to users).. 

Claim 80 recites equivalent limitations to claim 8 and is therefore rejected using the same 
art and rationale as applied above. 

As per claim 8 1 , Tumasella teaches wherein said possible answers are a subset of a 
pluraUty of answers, wherein said subset being selected at least in respect of said user profile 
(See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the subset is 
based on subgroup affiliation). 

As per claim 82, Tumasella teaches wherein said user may select at least one answer to 
said question (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein a 
user selects an answer). 

Claims 83-85 recite equivalent limitations to claims 5-7, respectively, and are therefore 
rejected using the same art and rationale as applied in the rejections of claims 5-7, respectively. 

As per claim 86, Tumasella teaches wherein a subsequent question is selected from a 
plurality of possible questions (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 
0048, 0055, wherein more than one question is presented to a user). 

As per claim 87, Tumasella discloses wherein said selection from a plurality of possible 
question is tailored to correspond with said user profile (See at least paragraph 0055, wherein the 
questions are tailored and asked of specific subgroup members). 
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As per claim 88, Tumasella teaches wherein upon selection of an answer by said user, 
said user profile is associated with an affinity group (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 
0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the selected answers place the user in an affinity group). 

As per claim 89 and 90, Tumasella teaches wherein said means for surveying enable said 
user to add a new question and said user may add a new answer to said question (See at least 
paragraph 0055, wherein a new answer is added). 

As per claim 91, Tumasella discloses wherein said affinity groups are created based on at 
least a commonality between at least one attribute and at least one corresponding value (See at 
least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 005). 

As per claim 92, Tumasella teaches a method for surveying, comprising the steps of: 

asking a first question fi-om auser (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 
0044, 0048, 0055, wherein at least one question is presented to a user); 

receiving an answer from said user (See at least paragraphs 0006, 003 1-0033, 0036, 
0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein an answer is received); 

storing said first question and said answer in a user profile respective of said user (See at 
least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0055, wherein the 
data is stored in the system); 

adding said user profile to at least one matching affinity group, the affinity group being 
determined as a result of a correlation between answers to said at least one question provided by 
aplurality of users (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 
0048, 0055, wherein the profile is added to the subgroup with which it correlates); 
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optionally filtering said answer based on said user profile and said at least one affinity 
group (See at least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0050, 
0055, wherein the answer is filtered based on the user and group); 

modifying said answer if it is inconsistent with at least said affinity group (See at least 
paragraph 0055); 

determining an appropriate next question to be presented to said user (See at least 0055, 
wherein a survey is presented to the user based on the modification); and 

repeating the foregoing steps until a full profile is established (See at least 0006, 0031- 
0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0051, and 0055). 

As per claim 93, Tumasella teaches a method further comprising the steps of at least 
periodically checking all user profiles; and generating an affinity group, wherein said affinity 
group comprises at least a user profile (See at least 0006, 003 1-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 
0051, and 0055, wherein profiles are periodically updated and affinity groups generated). 

As per claim 97, Tumasella discloses a method further conq)rising the step of querying 
any of a database of a plurality of user profiles and a database of a plurality of affinity groups for 
a statistical report (See at least paragraphs 0047-0051 and 0055, wherein a database of profiles in 

4 

subgroups is used to generate the report). 

Claims 94, 96, and 98 recite equivalent limitations to claims 19, 10, and 60, respectively, 
and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale as applied above. 

As per claim 99, Tumasella teaches the step of generating said statistical report with at 
least one of said attributes held constant (See at least 0047, 0050, and 0052). 
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Claims 100-102, 103-108, 109, and 1 10 recite equivalent limitations to claims 19-21, 23- 
28, 60, and 29, respectively, and are rejected using the same art and rationale as applied above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

65. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

66. Claims 74, 75, and 95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tumasella (U.S. 2003/0145015). 

As per claims 74 and 75, Tumasella teaches a user profile and a personal goal in 
connection with said user profile and said affinity group (See at least paragraphs 0006, 0031- 
0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048-0050, and 0055). However, Tumasella does not expressly 
disclose that the personal goal or user profile comprise likes of said user. 

Tumasella discloses an on-line system wherein a user registers with the system and 
answers survey questions, such as job type, industry, and other account information. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include likes 
of the user in the profile of the user in order to more accurately match information to the needs of 
a specific user by having a more complete view of the user's profile. 

67. As per claim 95, Tiunasella teaches the step of optionally filtering said answer (See at 
least figures 17-18, paragraphs 0006, 0031-0033, 0036, 0038, 0044, 0048, 0050, 0055). 
However, Tumasella does not expressly disclose filtering being performed in an off-line mode. 
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Tumasella teaches a website system that stores answer data concerning different 
participants of the system and further allows a specific user to generate reports by filtering the 
answers based on the needs indicated by the user. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to perform this filtering off-line in order to increase the 
efficiency of the website by reducing the amount processing that occurs on-line at the site. It 
was well known in the art at the time of the invention to perform processing off-line at websites 
to reduce delays and traffic at the site. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 

I 

examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is (571) 272-6737. 
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